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supplement each other, and give us ground for the hope that Plato will 

soon be restored to us with a deeper and fuller appreciation of the essential 

harmony of his central doctrines at all periods of his thinking. 

W. A. Heidel. 
Iowa College, Grinnell. 

Gesammelte Aufsatze zur Philosofihie und Lebensanschauung. Von 
Rudolf Eucken. Leipzig, Verlag der Diirr'schen Buchhandlung, 
1903. — pp. 242. 

This collection of essays by Professor Eucken is divided into two main 
parts. The first group deals with morals and views of life, the second with 
problems of religion and of its philosophy. The first group is again divided 
into essays that deal with general questions, and essays that concern 
personalities. 

The first essay in the first group is entitled "A Vindication of Morals." 
Professor Eucken shows the great influence that moral ideas have exerted 
in history, selecting the cases of Plato, the Stoics, primitive Christianity, the 
Reformation, and Kant, as illustrations of the concomitance of an emphasis 
on moral ideas with a deepening of spiritual insight. On this historical 
basis, the author argues for the creative spirit-freeing power of moral ideas, 
and points out the need, in the face of the present tendency to reduce 
morals to social custom, of a renewed emphasis on those inner and spiritual 
tendencies in the individual life to which morality bears witness. In the 
next two essays, on ' ' The Moral Impulses in the Life of the Present ' ' 
and on ' ' The Inner Movement of Modern Life, ' ' the failure of social cus- 
tom and public opinion to furnish adequate guidance for the higher life is 
further insisted upon, and the present divorce between the soul of civilized 
man and the complex mechanism of his outer life and work is made the 
ground for a demand for the earnest search and discovery in man of a 
spiritual world, which is more than merely human, and which will heal the 
breach between the spirit and the outer labors of our civilization. In the 
fourth essay, "A Speech in Celebration of the New Century," delivered at 
Jena, Professor Eucken connects, in a very interesting manner, the ideas 
and problems brought out in the previous essays with the history and present 
duty and destiny of the University of Jena as a center of humane and spir- 
itual culture. The fifth and last essay in the first section is an argument 
for the preservation of Finnish nationality from the significance of small 
nations as embodiments of historical and spiritual individualites. 

In section B, " Relating to Personalities," the essays of most general in- 
terest are on "Aristotle's Judgment on Man," "Goethe and Philosophy," 
and " Fichte and the Problems of our Time." In the latter essay the 
author shows very forcibly and clearly the pertinency of the elder Fichte' s 
doctrine to the moral and spiritual problems sketched in the first section, 
and the saving value of his ethical philosophy of nationality in the face of 
present tendencies towards a materialistic and chauvinistic conception of 
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German nationality. Fichte's teaching is needed as a corrective to the 
emphasis on outward achievement as the test of national greatness and 
progress. The essay on Goethe is of very unusual interest. Professor 
Eucken gives in the brief compass of twenty-one pages a full and forceful 
presentation of Goethe's Weltanschauung. He shows that Goethe, al- 
though temperamentally hostile to the technical apparatus and procedure 
of school philosophy, yet had a very distinctive and well-knit view in 
which the stock oppositions of world and life, inner and outer, time and 
eternity, etc., are overcome. He finds Goethe's significance for the present 
in his synthesis of freedom and truth, his emphasis on the inner and spir- 
itual life as the essence of the real universe. The last essay in this section, 
"In Memory of Carl Steffensen, ' ' gives an interesting sketch of the person- 
ality and work of an able and profound thinker scarcely known even by 
name, I suppose, to English-speaking students of philosophy. 

In the second main division of the book, " On the Problems of Religion 
and of the Philosophy of Religion," Professor Eucken presents some of the 
ideas already embodied in fuller form in his Wahrheitsgehalt der Religion. 
He argues strongly for the need and affinity of the modern soul, which 
cannot be satisfied by the mere mechanism of science and civilization, for 
that realm of independent, world-transcending spiritual life which is the 
essence of religion. There is also an interesting analysis of Pierre Bayle 
as sceptic. 

The work closes with an appendix on the improvement of instruction in 

philosophy. American teachers will be interested in the author's demand 

for the institution in German universities of reading courses in classical 

author's, e. g., Plato, Aristotle, and Kant, etc. 

J. A. Leighton. 
Hobart College. 

Les limites du connaissable : La vie et les phenomenes naturels. Par Felix 
Le Dantec. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1903. — pp. 238. 

This book derives its sub-title from the first and most extended of six 
related essays. There is, however, an introduction devoted to Lamarck's 
Philosofthie zoologique. Dantec makes a plea for more adequate recog- 
nition of Lamarck's great contribution to the theory of evolution. He 
estimates the value of the Lamarckian views concerning gradations of 
species, spontaneous generation, transformation of species ; also of the 
denial of disappearance of species, and of catastrophes ; and, finally, of the 
factors of evolution, use and disuse, inheritance of acquired character- 
istics, function creating structure, and influence of environment. Lamarck 
regards life as a natural phenomenon. 

Dantec's essay on the place of life among natural phenomena falls into 
two parts. In the first chapter, " An Objective Study of Phenomena," he 
takes the following position. Rest is an illusion. All matter, as far as we 
know it, is in motion. But this motion may be molecular (parlieulaire) or 



